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Comp(iroller General
of the United States

Washingion, D.C, 30548
Decision

Matter of: Lawrence Associates, Inc,
File: B-260103

Date: Januasy 26, 1996

DECISION

Lawrence Associates, Inc., protesis the award of a contract No, F33615-04-D-6801 to
Technical Management Concepts (TMC) by the Department of the Air Force. Mil-
Base challenges the determination that TMC is a responsible contractor,

We dismiss the protest.

A determination that a bidder or offeror Is capable of performing a contract is
based, in large measure, on subjective Judgments which’ generally are not
susceptible to reasoned review, Whether’ the awardee had the ability and intention
of complying with the requirements is simply a rllatter for the contractlng officer, in
responsibﬂity determination, An agency's afﬁrmative determination ofa
contractor's responsibility will not be reviewed by our Office absent a showmg of
possible fraud or bad faith on the part of procurement ofﬂclals, or that definitive

Lawrence alleges that a mone thorough investlgaﬁon or pre- award survey would
have shown that TMC was not responsible, that, even if true, does not establish that
the agency may have acted fraudulently or in bad faith. 1t is simply up to the
agency, which must bear the burden of deficient contract performance, to decide
what it must do in order to determine if a bidder or offeror is capable of performing
the contract. The Air Force's approach--whether or not it included a pre-award
survey-therefore is a permissible one and provides no basis for our review of this
matter.
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Ronald Berger .
Associate General Coundel





